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WHY DO WE
BAPTISE?

The simplest reason for baptism is that Jesus told us (the
church) to baptise anyone who becomes His disciple'.

A disciple of Jesus is someone who has put their faith in
Him and decided to follow Him forever.

The specific faith that we look for is a complete trust in
the saving work of Jesus, who died for our sins, was
raised from death? and is now seated in heaven, in a
position of complete authority and power - to eventually
return to earth and judge all humanity (living & dead).

We baptise people who have given us good enough
reason to believe they are trusting Jesus for their eternal
salvation and have truly committed* to live a new life in

the power of the Holy Spirit3.

*we don’t look for perfection, we look for sincerity

(1) Matthew 28:19-20, (2) Romans 6:3-4, Colossians 2:12, (3) Acts 2:38




WHEN DO WE
BAPTISE?

The pattern that we see in Scripture is people being baptised,
by other Christians, once it is clear that they are a true
believer and follower of Jesus.

This requires, firstly, that the individual is able to grasp the
fundamental truths that baptism communicates, and
secondly that they are sufficiently aware of the public
commitment they are making2.

It also requires the church leaders to be confident enough
that the person they are baptising is both of these things.

For that reason we do not consider baptising children at an
age where we think that understanding and sense of
responsibility is too ambiguous.

As a general principle, the earliest we would start to
encourage children to think about being baptised would be
towards the end of their time in our Accelerate children’s

group.

(1) Acts 8:36-38, 16:14-15, (2) Romans 10:9



HOW DO WE

BAPTISE?

Jesus told His disciples to specifically baptise in the name of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit'. This is the nature of the one
true God that Jesus reveals to us. God is trinity (1 God, 3
persons) and by baptising someone in that name we are
both declaring the disciple to be a true Christian and also
honouring the God who they have committed themselves
to.

Practically we almost exclusively practice baptism by full

immersion, because it seems to most powerfully symbolise
the believer's full immersion into Christ’'s death and new life.

(1) Matthew 28:19




GUIDANCE FOR
ADULTS

Below are a few pointers for anyone thinking about baptism.

Should |1 be baptised as an adult, if | was baptised as an
infant? Our general response to this is a little ‘case-by-case’,
because some would look at their childhood baptism as
being consistent with their lifelong beliefs, whereas others
would regard it as obviously inconsistent. We would
encourage everyone to give it serious thought and talk it
through with someone in leadership.

What should | do if | want to be baptised? Get in contact
with one of our elders (or a Life Group leader) who will
arrange for you to have a conversation and help you along the
journey.

Will | need to speak publicly? Baptism is usually meant to be
a public witness, so we ask all people to share their stories
and reasons for baptism. This can be done live, or through a
prerecorded video.

(1) Acts 19:1-5




GUIDANCE FOR
PARENTS

We know that all Christian parents desire and pray for their
children to believe in Jesus and be baptised. But it can be
tricky to strike the right balance of wanting to encourage
them, without putting undue pressure. We also know that
children sometimes do or say things just to try to please their
family, or because they think it's expected of them.

We encourage you to walk this journey with the input and
encouragement of others in the church.

To help you get started having conversations with children,
here are some suggestions:

e Try talking through a simple catechism together (search
for: The Kids Catechism) to help your child be able to
clearly articulate their beliefs.

e Chat with one of your child’s Sunday School teachers about
next steps.

e Have a look at further resources on our website:
westminsterchapel.org.uk/kidstuff







